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conducted by the light of whatever glimpses of the supernatural may have been vouchsafed to the tribe; the use of sacred weapons against witches is already indispensable. Such weapons are indeed used by primitive man to combat troubles of every sort, and the particular reason for mentioning the fact here is, that it partially explains what at first puzzles an investigator into the witch-finding and witch-punishing business in India, the close resemblance of the practice and methods there in use to those formerly approved by mediaeval Europe. The ordeal by water is universal among the barbarous non-Aryan tribes of central India, from the Bheels in the west country to the wild men in the almost unexplored jungles of Bustar and the far east, towards the Bay of Bengal. Here is a description of one water test, taken a few years ago from the mouth of-an expert witch-finder among the Bheels, who got into a scrape for applying it to an old woman.
" A. bamboo is stuck up in the middle of any piece of water. The accused is taken to it, lays hold of it, and by it descends to the bottom. In the meantime one of the villagers shoots an arrow from his bow, and another runs to pick it up and bring it back to the place whence it was shot. If the woman is able to remain under the water until this :.s done she is declared innocent, but if she comes up to Dreathe before the arrow is returned into the bowman's iand? she is a true witch, and must be swung as such.'1
In the case from which this account is taken the woman 'ailed in the test, and was accordingly swung to and fro, oped up to a tree, with a bandage of red pepper on her yes. But it is obvious that this kind of ordeal, like Imost all primitive ordeals, is contrived so as to depend